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PREFATORY NOTE. 



TiyrR. JAMES W. NORTH, in his valuable History of 
■*'^-*' Augusta, printed in the year 1870, gives a sketch 
of the life of my grandfather, the Honorable Daniel Cony, 
but traces his lineage no farther back than one generation, 
while giving us the names of his grandparents, — Nathan- 
ael and Abigail Cony. Judge Cony, however, by reason of 
his important public services in shaping and promoting the 
prosperous future of Augusta, as well as on account of his 
striking traits of character, was too conspicuous a citizen 
not to be the subject of further genealogical research. 
The writer, therefore, having abundant leisure and a strong 
inclination for the work, has undertaken to discharge what 
he considers a filial duty in this respect, and a£fectionately 
submits the following pages to family inspection, asking 
only their charitable judgment in determining the measure 
of his success. 

Whatever that may be thought to be, it is largely owing 
to the very obliging disposition and the repeated favors of 
Mr. George Gatfield, of the Department of Manuscripts 
in the British Museum, London. 

JOSEPH H. WILLIAMS. 
Augusta, Diceinber^ 1885. 



PART I. 

coi5y ancestry. 



TN the Family Bible of Deacon Samuel Cony — an 
•■■ Oxford edition printed in 1757, bought by him in 
Boston, and afterward the property of his youngest son, 
Daniel — is the following entry, in the son's handwriting, 
made in 1830: — 

** The family, by the name of Cony, migrated from England at 
an early period of the settlement of our country, and settled in 
Boston, New England." 

The first historical trace of the name, so far as is known 
to me, is to be seen in the " Roll of Battle Abbey." In the 
printed copy of that Roll, as given in the " New England 
Historic Genealogical Register," vol. ii., the name stands 
" R. de Cony." 

Froissart in his " Chronicles " of England, France, etc., 
vol. i. chap. 224, mentions a village of the name of 
" Connie," in Beauce, election of Chiteaudun, and says : 
" The Castle of Connie, which had done so much mischief 
to all the country round, surrendered to the Duke of 
Burgundy (1364), and he gave it to a squire of Beauce, 
who repaired it, and garrisoned it with good and trusty 



men." 
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There is a tradition in the family that the immigrant 
ancestor, Nathanael Cony, came to America from Cony 
Green in England. This comes to me through Mrs. 
Harriet (Webster) Parker, wife of Dn Peter Parker, of 
Washington, D. C, who derived it from her mother, a 
great granddaughter of Nathanael Cony.* 

An old gazetteer of England, Wales, etc. (London, 
1810), mentions a place by that name in " Eddisbury Hun- 
dred, Cheshire county;" but as " Godmanchester in the 
Field, in the county of Huntingdon," appears to have 
been the place where he was bom, and where his father 
and grandfather lived, that town was more likely to have 
been the true situs of the locality in question. Godman- 
chester, being watered along its front, for a circuit of some 
miles, by the River Ouse, a Cony estate or homestead 
upon its banks, in the open country, might naturally have 
come to be known and called by the sobriquet of " Cony 
Green." 

The family of Conny in England was of French extrac- 
tion. The name in the early pedigrees of the fourteenth 
century was written Connin (French for rabbit), pro- 
nounced Conny and Connie; oftener written Conny, but 
also, by using an abbreviating circumflex, Cony." 

Robert Connin, whose name stands at the head of the 
Conny pedigrees of England, came from Bayam (or 
Byam) in France in the train of Queen Isabella, daughter 

» Note A. 

* See Harley MS. 1,190, foL '47 ; also LattrelPs engraving of Dr. 
Robert Cofiy in 1707, and Faber's engraving of him in 1723, mentioned 
hereafter in a postscript 



of Philip IV, of France and wife of Edward II. of England, 
1307-1327.^ The family in the fifteenth century was set- 
tled in South Lincolnshire, and Richard Conny and his son 
Thomas, Calais merchants of the sixteenth century, were 
among the wealthiest of the Lincolnshire gentry. There 
are several pedigrees of Robert's descendants, in the line of 
eldest sons, in the British Museum, and all of them show 
that the Connys of Yaxley (county Huntingdon) were a 
branch of the family, through Robert, a son in the sixth 
generation from Robert of Bayam. In this line, it is be- 
lieved, came Robert of Godmanchester, a suburb of the 
town of Huntingdon, ten miles from Yaxley. 

John Conny, a surgeon in the British Navy and twice 
mayor of Rochester, county Kent, was a son of Robert 
Conny of Godmanchester, Gent. I have not the date of 
his birth or baptism,* but he died in August, 1699, leaving 
an only son, Robert, bom in 1655, who was educated at 
Magdalen College, Oxford, and admitted a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians, London, in 1693. After 

^ The name of the place is spelled both ways in the old pedigrees, and 
which, if either, is correct, I am not able to decide. It is " Bayam " in 
Harley MS. 1,558, fol. 2^, and "Byarn" in Cole's MSS. vol. xi., fol. 201^, 
and in several other Harley MSS. But if ever rightly spelled either way, 
it is not to be found in any maps known to me. Qitery — Was it meant for 
Bayeux, in Normandy ? or for the old Province of B^am ? or for Bayon in 
the Department of Meurthe? As Queen Isabella embarked for England, 
with her knights and little army of Frenchmen and Brabantines, from the 
harbor of Dort, Bayon may have been within the sphere of the attraction of 
her memorable expedition (Guizot's '* History of England," vol. i. chap. x.). 

* He was probably born in Yaxley before his father removed to Godman- 
chester. The existing Yaxley Records begin with 1653, all prior entries having 
been destroyed by thieves, about eighty years ago. — Vicar Moulds Letter 
to George Gatfield. 
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practising his profession in that city for almost forty years, 
the younger Robert died May 25, 1723, at the age of 
sixty-eight years, and was buried in St. Nicholas Church 
in his native city, Rochester. His wife died a few weeks 
before, and they had no children. 

The Parish Records of Godmanchester show that 
Robert Conny, the grandfather of Dr. Robert, had 
several other children besides John of Rochester, one of 
whom was Samuel, christened Oct. 5, 1634, and that 
Samuel, by his wife Mary, had eight children, among 
whom were Nathanael, christened Aug. 27, 1665, Eliza^ 
beth, christened Sept, 23, 1667, and Sarah, christened 
May 24, 1672. This record, with other historical facts, 
justifies the belief that our ancestor, the immigrant 
Nathanael, was the Nathanael above mentioned, a son 
of Samuel of Godmanchester, a nephew of John of Roch- 
ester, a first cousin of Dr. Robert Cony, physician in 
London, and brother of Sarah, who set a memorial tab- 
let in honor of her cousin. Dr. Robert, in the church at 
Rochester, where he was buried in 1723. I give a copy 
of the inscription on this tablet, which stands against the 
north wall of the Rochester Cathedral, taken from the 
Harley MS. 6,587, fol. 38. It is here inserted, partly to 
show the rare character of the subject of it, and partly 
to supply unimpeachable evidence of the fact that Dr. 
Robert's father, John, the mayor of Rochester, was a 
brother of Samuel Conny, the father of Sarah, Elizabeth, 
and our ancestor, Nathanael. 



II 



VIRI ORNATISSIMI ROBERTI CONNY 

Apud Oxoniensis suos Doctoris in Medicina gradu honestati, 
Apud Londoniensis CoIIegii Regalis, Medicorum Sodalitio 

adscript!, 

lohannis Conny Chirurgi hujus civitatis bis Maioris Filii unici, 

Roberti Conny de Godmanchester in Agro Huntingtoniensi Gen., 

Nepotis, 
Hie infra depositae sunt Exuviae, 
Quern vivum omnes amabant, fovebant, amplexabantur, 
Vit4 defunctum nunc merito lugent ; 
Etenim is erat, 
Qui candore, urbanitate, benevolentia, hospitio, 
Morum facilitate omnes sibi devinxerat ; 
Omnibus dum vixit, cams, commodus, jucundus 
Omnibus sui desiderium moriens relinquit. 
Arti medicae non inauspicato operam navavit, 
Quam per XL fere annos feliciter exercuit, 
Aliis quam sibi utilius : 
Omnes enim demereri maluit quam merendi roercedem referre. 
Uxorem duxit Franciscam Richardi Manley de HoUoway-Court Arm. 

Filiam, 

Quae obiit 5 j ^. j^^j. ^ ^ mDCCXXIII ^tat i ^- 
lUe vero 2$ ) (68. 

Fafio^ arfafia^ arefcvo^* 

Sara Beaumontii Walrond Navis Bellicae Praefecti Vidua, 

Samuelis Conny Filia, 

Ab eodem Roberto Conny Haeres ex asse constituta, 

Patrueli suo optime merenti 

Moerens posuit. 

Infra etiam jacet Elizabetha Conny, 

Sarae praefata Soror clarissima. 

Quae obiit 2 die Aprilis a. d. MDCCXVIL iEtat. 49. 
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Translation* 

Deposited beneath this spot are the remains of the distinguished 
Robert Conny, who was honored at the University of Oxford with 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine and was enrolled Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physiciansi London, only son of John Conny, a 
surgeon, and twice Mayor of this city, and grandson of Robert 
Conny, of Godmanchester in the Field, Huntingdon county, Gent. 
Throughout his life he was beloved and esteemed by all, and now 
when dead he is deservedly lamented ; for he was a man who by 
his integrity and purity* of life, as well as by his generous nature, 
hospitality, and attractive manners, bound every one to himself ; and 
at his death all felt a sense of personal bereavement. He applied 
himself diligently to the art of medicine under the most favorable 
auspices, and practised his profession successfully for almost forty 
years ; but more usefully for others than profitably for himself, as 
he chose rather to deserve well of every one than to reap a recom- 
pense for good deeds. He married Frances, daughter of Richard 
Manley, Esquire, of Holloway-Court, and died May 25, 1723, aged 
sixty-eight years. She died May 5, 1723, aged fifty-six years. 
They had no children. 

This monument was erected in honor of her most worthy cousin 
by Sarah, widow of Captain Beaumont Walrond, of the Navy, and 
daughter of Samuel Conny, having been constituted by the said 
Robert Conny his sole heir. 

Beneath, also, lies her beloved sister, Elizabeth Conny, who died 
April 2, 1 71 7, aged forty-nine years. 

On the monument are these arms, — Two coats quar- 
terly; (i) Sable, a Fesse arg? cotized Or, between 3 conies 
of y* 2*. (2) Gules, a Bend between three fleurs de lis 
Argent 

The crest, with the " antient coate of Conny," as seen in 
the Herald's Visitation of Lincolnshire, 1592, is "a demi- 
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coney — sa. holding a pansy flower purp. stalked and 
leaved vert." 

The traditional coat of arms of the family " by the name 
of Cony" is still preserved and cherished by the de- 
scendants of the late Judge Cony in Augusta. It is the 
same as that borne on the portrait of Dr. Robert Cony, 
painted in the year 1722 by Alex. Vanderhagen (also writ- 
ten Van Haecken), still to be seen in the Bodleian Li- 
brary at Oxford, and shows the family arms that were borne 
by Robert Conny, of Godmanchester^ plainly traceable to 
the " antient coate of Conny," now to be seen among the 
manuscripts in the British Museum. This portrait was 
engraved, the same year it was painted, by John Faber, 
of London ; and a gilt-framed copy of the engraving was 
greatly prized as an heirloom by Judge Cony, who had 
it from his father, Deacon Samuel Cony, to whom it doubt- 
less came from his father, the immigrant Nathanael, who 
was living in Boston (New England) in the year 1720, and 
resided in the vicinity of that city (in Old Stoughton) some 
twenty.four years longer, and probably received it from his 
sister Sarah. Her cousin Robert, being childless and a 
widower, had made her his sole heir by one of the provi- 
sions of his will; and she took unwearied p^ins to per- 
petuate his memory among his kindred in England, not only 
by the elaborate memorial in Rochester, already described, 
but also by her gift to the Bodleian Library of the Van- 
derhagen portrait, and her present of another portrait of 
him to Magdalen College, still preserved in the lodgings 
of its president. And she could hardly have done less, as 
a further proof of gratitude, than to send to her brother 
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Nathanael — the founder of a family of the Conny name in 
the New World — a copy of Faber's admirable engraving 
of the form and features of her distinguished benefactor. 

Official certificates of the christening of the children 
bom to Robert Conny in Godmanchester give their 
names as follows : — 



1. Robert, christened . 

2. Another,^ christened 

3. Samuel, christened . 

4. William, christened 

5. Hugh, christened . 

6. Nathanael, christened 



September 26, 1630. 
February 20, 1632. 
October 5, 1634. 
January 24, 1636, 
May 23, 1639. 
December 8, 1641. 



The Records of the same parish show also the names 
of the children of Samuel Conny and Mary, his wife, as 
follows : — 

1. Samuel, christened December 8, 1657. 

2. Mary, christened June 9, 1659. 

3. Robert, christened May 30, 1661. 

4. Christopher, christened . • . March 29, 1663. 

5. Nathanael, christened .... August 27, 1665. 

6. Elizabeth, christened .... September 23, 1667. 

7. Alice, christened ..... October 23, 1669. 

8. Sarah, christened May 24, 1672. 

The first appearance of the name of Nathaniel Coney in 
New England, as far as I have been able to discover, is on 
the Boston Records, under date of Oct. 11, 1699, when he 
married Elizabeth Greenland, of Boston. In the Boston 
Record Commissioners' Reports, vol. ix., the record of 

^ The entry has become illegible ; " les " is a part of it Possibly it was 
Charles. 
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births shows that ''Elizabeth, daughter of Daniel and 
Elizabeth Greenland, was bom May 28, 1679." 

The Record of Births in Boston gives the names of 
the children of Nathaniel Coney and his wife, Elizabeth, 
as follows: — 

1. John, b. 14 Jan^ 1700 (O. S.) ; d. August 20, 1726. 

[An infant chUd d. July 5, 1702 ; and another April 4, 1704.] 

2. Nathaniel, b. 18 Dec., 1705 ; d. Feb. 2, 1779. 

3. Daniel, b. 17 Oct. 1709; m. August 2, 1733. 

4. Sarah, b. 20 Mch. 171 1 ; m. Eben' Holmes Jan^ 25***, 1732. 

On the death of his wife Elizabeth, which occurred May 
7, 171 1, he married Abigail Ager, Sept 6, 1711,* and the 
Boston Record of Births gives their children's names as 
follows : — 

5. Abigail, b. July 28, 1712 ; m. Michael Lowell,' of Boston. 

6. Thomas, b. July 2, 1714; d. May 16, 1749. 

7. Elizabeth, b. May 15, 1716; m. Joseph Pittee, of Walpole, Mass. 

8. Samuel, b. April 15, 1718 ; m. Rebecca Guild, of Dedham, 

Mass. 

9. Mary, b, March 18, 1720; m. Samuel Pittee, of Walpole, Mass. 

10. Priscilla, b. April 2, 1722 ; b. in Sudbury, Mass., spinster. 

11. Joseph, b. May 8, 1724; b. in Rehoboth, Mass. 

12. William, b. March 29, 1727 ; b. in Rehoboth, Mass. 

13. Anna, b. Sep! 23, 1728; b. in Stoughton; 2* w. of Major 

Aaron Guild, of Dedham, Mass. 

The date of his wife Abigail's death is not apparent 
in any record I have been able to inspect ; but the Bos- 
ton Record of Marriages shows that Nathaniel Coney, 
of Stoughton, was married in Boston, by Rev. Thomas 
Foxcroft, to Mary Royal, of Boston, Dec. 27, 1736. 

» Note B. « Note C 
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This was unquestionably the third marriage of Nathanael 
Conny, Sn, for his son Nathanael was at that time married 
and living with his family in Stoughton.* 

Nathanael Conny, Sr., had lived in Boston about twenty 
years when he appears to have moved, first to Sudbury, 
and afterward to Rehoboth, and finally to Stoughton 
where his youngest child (Anna) was born, in 1727. A 
transaction between him and James Bowdoin, Esquire, of 
Boston, in 1735, describes the locality in Stoughton, where 
he doubtless resided at the time, as " upland and orchard," 
part of the farm called " Dorchester School Farm."* His 
name appears on the Rate List of Stoughton year after 
year until 1744, when he was assessed for the last time. 
He probably died before the taxes for 1745 were levied, 
and, if so, in the eightieth year of his age. 

In a deed from him to his son Nathanael, dated June 
29, 1737, and recorded in the SuflFolk Registry, book 58, 
fol. 78, he is styled " an Innholder." 

^ Stoughton, once the south precinct of Old Dorchester, was incorporated 
Dec. 22, 1726. Dorchester was incorporated Sept 7, 1630. 
• SufiEoIk Deeds, book 53, fol. 5. 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF NATHANAEL'S SONS. 

A BRIEF account of the sons of the immigrant 
■^^- Nathanael may not be without interest, and will 
be now given in the order of their births. 

I. JOHN. 

His first-bom child bore the name yokfij instead of be- 
ing named after his father (Nathanael), as the usage of that 
period, as well as of later times, would have dictated ; and 
so the patronymic was reserved for the next son, — a cir- 
cumstance that would seem to indicate in the father some 
special regard for the mayor, " John of Rochester," who had 
died the year before. It nowhere appears that John was 
ever married. In vol. xv. of the New England Historic 
Genealogical Register is the following entry in the Diary of 
Deacon Jeremiah Bumstead: "August 20, 1726, Mr. John 
Conny, Brazor, died at 3 o'c afternoon of a fever — Lay 
about a week — age 25 years. On y* 23* he was buryed 
from Mr. S. Gerrish's att y* hill." There was no other 
John Conny in Boston then living. Mr. John Conny 
"the goldsmith" had died Aug. 17, 1722, leaving no sons, 
and the age given by Bumstead was the age of Nathan- 
ael's son John. The fact that Nathanael had then removed 
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to Rehoboth explains perhaps the statement that John was 
buried from the house of Mr. Gerrish, whose wife, Sarah, 
was a Conny and a daughter of John the goldsmith. 

The settlement of John's estate in the Suffolk Probate 
Office shows him to have been a partner in business with 
David Cutler, who was administrator on John's estate, one 
of whose bondsmen was Edward Bromfield, Jr., who had 
married Abigail Conny, another daughter of John the gold- 
smith, in 1722. What connection, if any, existed between 
Nathanael and Mrs. Gerrish's father, John the goldsmith, 
does not yet appear ; >but Mrs. Webster (before referred to) 
is authority for the significant statement that " Bromfield 
and Rev. Mr. Foxcroft were connected with the Connys," 
implying that their Conny wives were related to her line of 
Connys, of which she was speaking ; for otherwise her re- 
mark was scarcely important as a tradition in the family 
history. Mrs. Webster relates an anecdote of John the 
brazier which is worth preserving. 

" John," she said, " wrote some lines not long before his 
death ; but all are forgotten except the following : — 

** Come, honest Sexton, take thy spade, 
And let my grave be quickly made ; 
Thou still art ready for the dead, 
Like a kind host to make their bed." 

II. NATHANAEL, JUNIOR. 

In a deed from the Rev. Thomas Foxcroft to Nathanael 
Conny, Jr., dated May 15, 1740 (SuflFolk Registry, book 59, 
fol. 84), the latter is styled "a husbandman." He lived 
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in Old Stoughton, on a street or highway now called Coney 
Street, not far from East Walpole, and by his wife Sarah 
had ten children. A copy of his will, dated Dec. 3, 1778, 
in the Suffolk Probate Records shows the names of their 
children as given below, and the dates of their several 
births were taken from the Stoughton Records: — 

1. Sarah, b. April 18, 1733; m. Major Aaron Guild, of Dedham 

(ist wife). 

2. Abigail, b. May 15, 1736 ; m. a Bullard. 

3. Mary, b. May i, 1738; m. Nathan' Clark in 1757. 

4. Nathanael 3d, b. July 11, 1739; m. Mary Clark, of Dedham, 

June 25, 1767. He d. 1799; she d. 1826. Their Son 
Nathanael 4th, d. 1855, s. p. 

5. John, b. July 6, 1741 ; m. Keziah Holmes, April 19^ 1763. 

6. Annah, b. Sept. i, 1743 ; m. a Richards. 

7. Waiiam, b. March 4, 1745. 

S. Thomas, b. Oct. 21, 1747; d. July 12, 1821. 

9. Elizabeth, b ; m. a Baker, d* 1775. 

10. Mehitable, b. Sept 9, 1753. 

A stone in the old graveyard at Sharon shows the 
death of a child, Samuel Conny, in 1759, aged four years, 
who was doubtless their eleventh child, bom in 1755, 
whose name, of course, would not be found in a will made 
in 1778. 

It is a fact of some interest, and worthy of mention, that 
Nathanael Conny, Jr., and Deacon Joseph Hartwell (born 
Aug. II, 1698, married Dec. 8, 1725, and died Feb. 6, 
1786) were neighbors in Old Stoughton as early as 1738. 
(Suffolk Deeds, book 58, foL 96.) 
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III. DANIEL. 



Daniel, third son of Nathanael and Elizabeth Conny, 
lived in Boston, and was a prosperous business man in the 
line of inside ship carpentry or cabinet work. He was 
married by the Rev. John Webb, Aug. 2, 1733, to Sarah 
Jones; and the Boston Records show a son born to them, 
July 14, 1734, named Owen. Mrs. Webster, in her com- 
munication to her daughter, Mrs. Parker, of Washington 
(before referred to), says that " they had two daughters, one 
of whom married a Mackay, and the other an Owen." She 
also gives an anecdote concerning him which is not without 
interest "Daniel," she says, "had a great fondness for 
silver plate, and would take his niece [Priscilla, Mrs. Web- 
ster's mother], when a young girl, visiting him in Boston, to 
his closet of plate, and say, • Priscie, these are my oxen and 
cows,' etc., referring playfully to her father [Deacon Samuel 
Cony], who plumed himself on his fine stock on his farm 
in Stoughton." 

Daniel's success in business is evident from the recitals 
in a deed of Jan. 8, 1754, from William Grave to him,* by 
which the grantor conveyed to him " a certain tenement " 
in Boston, fronting upon " Clark's Square " eighty-nine feet, 
and running back ninety-eight and a half feet, situate near 
the " Old North " meeting-house. Clark's Square, after- 
wards called North Square, is characterized by Drake in 
his " Old Landmarks of Boston " (p. 160) as being in early 
days " the court end of the town," where the Mathers, the 

1 SufiEolk Deeds, book 83, fol 191. 
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Holyokes, the Shaws, and other celebrities once resided. 
Daniel was living as late as the year 1761. 

IV. THOMAS. 

There is no evidence known to me that Thomas was 
ever married. He died May 16, 1749, possessed of a good 
estate in Stoughton. 

V. SAMUEL. 

Deacon Samuel Cony, fifth son of his father, but second 
son of Nathanael and Abigail Conny, married Rebeccah 
Guild, Jan. 23, 1742, a daughter of Nathanael and Me- 
hitable (Hartshorn) Guild, of Dedham, the father being a 
grandson of John Guild, one of the original grantees of 
that town in 1643.^ Samuel was bom in Boston; but he 
afterward removed to Stoughton with his father, and resi- 
ded there about forty years, and was a thriving farmer, 
" proud of his fine stock." His name disappears from the 
assessment- roll of Stoughton in 1767, and doubtless he 
then moved to Easton, in Bristol County, as he was a 
resident of that town in 1774, whence he removed at that 
time to Shutesbury, Mass. (then a part of old Hampshire 
County) with his family. He was accompanied by his son 
Daniel, and also by his eldest son " Lieutenant " Samuel, 
with his wife and two young children. 

On a visit to Shutesbury in September, 1884, 1 had an 
opportunity to inspect the Town Records, and found them 
full of interest. At a town meeting held March 6, 1775, 

^ See *< Guild Family," by Calvin Guild of Dedham, printed in 1867. 
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the first one after Deacon Samuel settled there, Daniel 
Cony was chosen town clerk, Samuel Cony was chosen 
one of the selectmen, and Lieutenant Samuel Cony was 
chosen town treasurer. In March, 1776, the same per- 
sons were chosen town clerk and town treasurer. 

In 1775 the town was distracted in respect to their 
minister, Rev. Abram Hill, and an ecclesiastical council 
was convened to hear and act upon the charges preferred 
against him. July 13, 1775, the town passed the following 
vote, — " Voted, That one half the council (twenty in num- 
ber) to try Rev. Mr. Hill be entertained at Lt Sam* Cony*s, 
and half at Lt. Jon' Dickerson's." The case was not finally 
disposed of until Jan. 16, 1777, when the council (all being 
present but two), "at the house of Lt Sam' Cony's," 
recommended dismissal. The charge was of a political 
nature, he being a violent Tory,^ and the town and the 
church were rent by it The Registry of Deeds at Spring- 
field, Mass., then the shire town of old Hampshire County, 
shows their deeds of purchase of lands in Shutesbury; 
namely, two in April, 1774, of about four hundred 
acres running to " Samuel Cony, of Easton," and one 
in May, 1777, of sixty acres, running to Daniel Cony, of 
Shutesbury.' 

The town of Shutesbury at that early day was perhaps 
as attractive for soil and scenery as were most of the in- 
terior towns of Massachusetts, but somewhat remote from 
important business centres, and not easy of access ; supplied 
with abundant forests, and traversed by "Roaring Brook,'* 

1 See Xudd's History of Hadley, p. 41^ 
* See Records, vols, si and ziv. 
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which served for water-power. I found it a sightly place, for 
the most part lying along the easterly slope of hills belong- 
ing to the White Mountain range, the road to the village, 
after leaving Leverett, passing for some miles through 
dense woods and along the Brook referred to. I was not 
then able by observation to identify the spot where the 
Conys lived, but think I could find the locality now, after 
having read some descriptions of it in the deeds by which 
they bought and sold their estates in Shutesbury. 

The dissensions in the church which I have mentioned, 
and the usual concomitants of such strife, doubtless had an 
alienating influence upon Deacon Cony ; and the death of 
his son Jacob, in August, 1777, ^ust have contributed to 
form the resolution he adopted to remove to the thriving 
settlement at " Fort Western," on the banks of the Ken- 
nebec, in the District of Maine. Accordingly, we find 
that on Sept 11, 1777, Daniel Cony conveyed his land 
to Jason Cady, and Deacon Samuel conveyed a part of 
his to the same party. Sept 10, 1 777 ; and December 10 
following he conveyed the remainder to Elisha Vaughan, 
of Middleboro,^ and with his son Daniel removed to Maine 
in the spring of 1778, having purchased Lot No. 21 on the 
Proprietors' Plan of 1761, lying on the east side of the 
Kennebec River, March 2, 1778. His son. Lieutenant 
Samuel, with his family, preceded him thither as early 
as July, 1777, having bought Lots Nos. 24 and 25 on 
the eastern bank of the Kennebec River in July and 

August, \^^^} 

> See Hampshire County Records of Deeds, vols. adv. and zr. 
t See Deeds in Lincoln Conoty R^iistiy. 
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In the old burying-ground in Shutesbury, not far from 
the site of the Old Church Green, and near the stone wall 
which fences the yard on the side next to the highway, 
stands a large headstone, leaning a little, but well pre- 
served, upon which an inscription by a skilful hand tells ' 
the tale of young Jacob's death as follows:^ 

** Memento mori. 

^ In memory of Jacob, son of Mr. Samuel and Mrs. Rebekah 
Coney, who died Aug. 31, 1777, in the 20*"* year of his age." 

Lower down upon the stone the moral of it runs 

thus: — 

** Behold mine age ! Yet here I lie, 

In spite of Nature's tender ties : 

You too, my friends, this debt must pay. 

By death must fall a sacrifice." 

Not more than eight or ten of the old grave-mounds can 
now be seen, the remains of many interments having been 
removed to a modem cemetery. A stone to the memory 
of a daughter of the Rev. Abram Hill is still there, stand- 
ing only a few feet from that of the hapless Jacob. 

The names of the children bom to Deacon Samuel 
Cony and his wife Rebeccah are as follows: — 

1. Rebeccah, b. May 2, 1743 ; d. May 17, 1798. 

2. Samuel, b. May 18, 1746; d. Sept. 22, 1779. 

3. Priscilla, b. Mch. 12, 1749; d. Sept. 19, 1836. 

4. Daniel, b. Aug*. 3, 1752 ; d. Jan'y 21, 1842. 

5. Jacob, b. May 24, 1754; d. in infancy. 

6. Susanna, b. Oct. 11, 1755 ; d. May 6, 1844. 

7. Jacob, b. Feb. 8, 1758 ; d. Aug*. 31, 1777. 

8. David, b. Mch. 21, 1761 ; d. in infancy. 
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The other sons of the old progenitor Nathanael will 
require but brief mention, as I have been able to learn 
but little more of them than their wives' and children's 
names. 

VI. JOSEPH. 

The sixth son, Joseph, married Sarah Savell, of Rox- 
bury, Sept i, 1748. His name appears on the tax-lists of 
Stoughton for 1745 and 1746, and after his marriage (1748) 
he became, I believe, a resident of Walpole, once a part 
of Stoughton. Conveyances of land in Walpole by him in 
1770 and 1774 are recorded in Suffolk Registry, book 126, 
foL 40. 

VII. WILLIAM. 

William, seventh son of Nathanael and Abigail Conny, 
died at Brookfield, Mass., Nov. i, 1805. His wife Mehit- 
able was born in 1728, and died Aug. 14, 1777. They 
had ten children, of whom two sons moved to the west- 
em part of the State of New York. William married 
a second wife, Mary. One of his descendants, John 
Coney, died in Ware, Mass., in 1884, and another, Herbert 
M. Coney, is a lawyer in Boston. The name of William 
Coney is upon the roll of soldiers at the siege of Louis- 
burg, 1 745-1 746, at which date our William was eighteen 
years old.^ 

From this point onward, reference may be made for fur- 
ther details of Nathanael Conny's descendants to Mr. North's 
History of Augusta, Me. In that work will be found an 
authentic account of the lives of Deacon Samuel Cony 

^ See New England Historic Genealogical Register, voL zx7. p. 253. 
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and of his sons, Lieutenant Samuel and the late Judge 
Daniel Cony, during the period of their residence in 
Augusta, and there is no occasion for my going over any 
ground which Mr. North has carefully explored. I may 
be excused, however, if I add concerning Deacon Samuel 
Cony and his wife what their son Daniel was at pains to 
record of them March 14, 1830, when he was nearly 
seventy-eight years old: — 

"My very worthy father was as highly esteemed as a pious, 
upright man as any gentleman of the age in which he lived.*' 

And of his mother, Rebecca (Guild) Cony, he adds that 

" She was a distinguished and excellent lady, possessing vigorous 
and strong powers of mind, and was an ornament to the Christian 
society and church in the several towns where she lived." 

Judge Cony's wife, as Mr. North states, was Susanna 
Curtis, daughter of Rev . Philip Curtis. At the date of 
her marriage, Nov. 14, 1776, her father resided in that 
part of Old Stoughton which had been incorporated as 
Stoughtonham ; in 1783, however, the name was changed 
to Sharon, and by that name it has ever since been called. 
Rev. Philip Curtis, a graduate of Harvard College, Class 
of 1738, was of the Roxbury family of Curtis's. He was 
born in 171 7, and died in 1797. The line of his ances- 
try fully appears in the "Curtis Genealogy," compiled 
from the manuscripts of Miss Catharine P. Curtis, late of 
Roxbury, in 1869. His wife was Eliza Bass, a sister of 
Rev. Edward Bass, D.D., first Bishop of Massachusetts, 
1 797-1803, who was bom in Dorchester, Nov. 23, 1726 
(H. U. 1744). 
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The children of Daniel and Susanna (Curtis) Cony 
were,— - 

1. Nancy Bass. b. in Shutesbury, Aug. i6, 1777, 

d. in Augusta, Oct. 6, 1778. 

2. Susan Bowdoin, b. Dec. 29, 1781, d. May 13, 1851, 

m. Gen. Samuel Cony, Nov. 4» 1803. 

3. Sarah Lowell, b. July 18, 1784, d. Oct. 17, 1867, 

m. Hon. Reuel Williams, Nov. 19, 1807. 

4. Paulina Bass, b. Aug. 23, 1787, d. Sept. 11, 1857, 

m. Hon. Nathan Weston, June 4, 1809. 

5. Abigail Guild, b. June 17, 1791, d. Nov. 26, 1875, 

m. Rev. John H. Ingraham, Jan. 18, 181 8. 

Lieutenant Samuel Cony's wife was Susanna Johnson, 
of Bridgewater, Mass. They were married in September, 
1770. Their children were, — 

I. Hartson, b. in Easton, June i, 1771, d. Nov. 9, 1804. 

Z Jason Dexter, b. „ „ Nov. 8, 1772, d. SepL 30, 18 10. 

3. Samuel, b. in Shutesbury, Nov. 24, 1775, d. Nov. 8, 1835. 

4. Jacob, b. in Augusta, Nov. — , 1777, d. in infancy. 

5. Susanna, b. „ „ Dec. 12, 1779, d. July 5, 1841. 

Jason Dexter Cony resided in Farmington, Me. He 
married Velina Smith, of Edgartown, Mass., Aug. i, 1793, 
daughter of Ebenezer and Jean (Marchant) Smith. 

Their daughter Evelina (b. June 17, 1794) married Hon. 
Hiram Belcher, of Farmington, Sept. 8, 181 7, and died 
Feb. 20, 1883. 

A granddaughter, Abby D. Belcher (b. Feb. 18, 1821, 
d. April 24, 1847), m. Hon. John L. Cutler, of Farmington. 
Two children, — 

Nathan, b. Jan. 7, 1845, m. 

Elbridge Gerry, b. Sept. 7, 1846, m. Oct. 7, 1885. 
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Another granddaughter, Susan Evelina (b. March 29, 
1825, d. Nov. 8, 1875), m. Hon. Joseph W. Fairbanks, of 
Farmington, Oct 14, 1852. Five children, of whom the 
first died in infancy, — 

2. Mehitable Belcher, b. Aug. 24, 1855. 

3. Emily Talbot, b. July 6, 1857, d. June 7, 1861. 

4. Charlotte Belcher, b. June |, 1859. 

5. Wallace Joseph, b. Jan. 19, 1868, d. May 3, 1874. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

T^HE Alberttype herewith given is from an original por- 
-*• trait of the late Daniel Cony painted in 1 812 by the 
eminent artist, Gilbert Stuart. The subject of it was then 
sixty years old, and sat for it in Boston. This painting is 
now in the custody of his granddaughter, Miss Ann M. 
Williams, of Augusta, Me., youngest daughter of the late 
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NOTES. 



Mrs. Rebecca Guild (Sewall) Webster was a daughter 
of Priscilla Cony (wife of Thomas Sewall, of Augusta, Me.), who 
was a daughter of Deacon Samuel Cony. She was married to 
John Ordway Webster, of the adjoining town of Vassalboro, and 
died in Washington, D. C, May 31, 1870, in the 90th year of 
her age, the last of the family of her generation. She had three 
sons and four daughters. All the daughters were married and lived 
in Washington, with one of whom she resided during the closing 
years of her life. She was a woman of uncommonly clear intellect 
and retentive memory, with a well-stored mind, and conscientiously 
scrupulous as to the sources of her information. 

At the desire of her daughters she gave them, late in her life, a 
special statement of many interesting facts of family history, the 
knowledge of which would otherwise have become extinct; and 
her daughter, Mrs. Parker, briefly recorded her traditions, some of 
which she obligingly furnished me for use in the preceding pages. 



ABIGAIL AGER. 

I HAVE not been able to trace the early history of Nathanael 
Conn/s second wife. He was married to her in Boston, Sept. 6, 
171 1, by Ebenezer Pemberton, Esq. 

I find two others of the name were married in Boston, — (i) 
Christian Ager, who was married to John Aspinwall, May 19, 1701, 
by the Rev. Cotton Mather, and (2) Mary Ager, who was married 
to Thomas Vinson (Vincent?), by Samuel Sewall, Esq., Dec. 3, 
1724 ; but the latter couple were styled " of We)rmouth." Richard 
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Ager, a shipwright, was a citizen of Weymouth, and died in Janu- 
ary, 1724. Jonathan Agar, a shipwright, was of Salem in 1665. 
William Ager, admitted a freeman in 163 1, lived in Salem in 1637 
(Farmer's Genealogical Register). 

The Weymouth shipwright had a son Richard, who administered 
on his father's estate, and died in 1762, leaving three sons and 
seven daughters, one of whom bore the name of Abigail. Query, — 
was she a niece of ** Abigail Ager " Cony ? 



ABIGAIL (CONY) LOWELL. 

Abigail Cony, second daughter of Nathanael Cony, Sr., was 
married to Michael Lowell, of Boston, Feb. 18, 1734, by the 
Rev. Thomas Foxcrof t. Their children were as follows : — 

Elizabeth, b. Nov. 14, 1735. 

Abigail, b. Dec 25, 1736, died — , 

John, b. March 12, 1739. 

Michael, b. (date not given) ; d. October, 1796. 

Abigail, b. April 6, 1747. 

Anna, b. Jan. 8, 1748 (o. s.)* 

Maiy, b. Jan. 14, 1750. 

Michael Lowell, Sr., died in 1761, and in the Probate Records 
of Sufifolk is styled "a brazier." His wife was appointed adminis- 
tratrix, and her bondsmen were "John ScoUay, Esq., and John 
Lowell, brazier." 

Their son Michael was a merchant, and the administrator on 
his estate was .Thomas Melville, Esq., of " Boston Tea-party " 
memory.^ Miss Elizabeth Lowell, who was married to General 
Henry Sewall, of Augusta, Me., in 1833, ^^^ ^ daughter of Michael 
and Abigail's son John, and her mother was Elizabeth Scollay, 
of Boston. 

* For an idea of the form and features and quaint costume of Major Melville, 
see Oliver Wendell Holmes's poem entitled " The Last Leai" 
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I. 

JOHN CONNY, THE GOLDSMITH. 

John Conny, goldsmith, by his first wife, Sarah, had four sons 
and one daughter, all of whom died before July i6, 1690. They 
also had a daughter, Sarah, b. May 9, 1691, who married Samuel 
Gerrish, May 8, 171 2. By his second wife (Mary Att water, widow 
of John Clark), he had four daughters, — 

Mary, b. Nov. 7, 1695, a spinster. 

Anna, b. Jan. 23, 1697 ; m. Rev. Thomas Fozcroft, March 19, 1718. 
Mehitable, b. Jan. 16, 1698 ; m. Francis Foxcroft, Nov. 5, 1722. 
Abigail,^ b. June 5, 1700; m. Edward Bromfield, Jr., Feb. 21, 1722. 

He died August, 1722, aged sixty-seven years, and in the Select- 
men's Minutes of Sept. 24, 1722, " liberty was granted for a tomb 
to be built for him in the South Burying- Place, on the south line, 
No. 20," the name of which has since been changed to '' Granary 
Burying-Ground." ' 

He was the son of John Conny, cooper, of Boston, who married 
Elizabeth Nash, June 20, 1654, being their first-bom child ; bom 
Jan. 5, 1655 (O. S.) 

II. 

JOHN CONNY, THE COOPER. 

Savage, in his "Genealogical Dictionary," says that "John Conny 
the cooper was a member of ' the Ancient and Honorable Artillery * 

^ Great grandmother of the late President Quincy. 

' See Mayor Sburtleffs articles in <« Boston Eveoing Gazette," 1865. See 
also an indenture in Suffolk Registry of Deeds, book 37, fol. iSa, for the names 
of bis heirs (five daughters). 
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in 1662^ and was voted a freeman in 1669, and died in December, 
1690, and * according to SewalFs Diary ' was buried on Christmas 
Day/' which would indicate a decided vein of Puritanism some- 
where in the family. But who was ** John the cooper " ai ovo f 
Was he the immigrant '' John Conny, who sailed for America from 
London Jan, 6, 1634, at the age of twenty years ? " * Or was 
he perhaps that " nephew, John Conny," spoken of by the Rev. 
John Cotton (the distinguished immigrant of 1633) in his will of 
November, 1652 ?' If the latter conjecture be true, it were easy 
to see how a " connection " existed between the goldsmith's daugh- 
tersy spoken of by Mrs* Webster, and Nathanad's descendants.^ 

III. 
GLIMPSES OF SOME OF THE CONNYS OF OLD ENGLAND. 

The progenitor of the Cofly family was of French extraction, 
and came into England in the train of Isabella, of France, who 
married Edward II. (1307-1327). 

They were settled in South Lincolnshire as early as the fifteenth 
century. 

. . • GeofiFrey Conny, a member of this old Norman family, 
having married a daughter of William Copledyke, the Connys held 
possessions in the parish of Frampton till they passed by marriage, 
in 1669, to the Tunnards, who had settled there in the reign of 
Edward the Confessor. 

The manor of Basingthorpe was the seat and property of Thomas 
Conny, Esq., a rich merchant of the staple (son of Richard Conny, 
also a merchant of the staple, who died in 1 545}. He was taken 
prisoner at Calais in 1558 and conveyed captive to Boulogne; but 
after two months' severe imprisonment was ransomed for £374. 
He was high-sheriflE of Rutland in 1573, when he wore his chain of 
gold, weighing thirty-two ounces, which was given him by his wife 

1 New England Historic Genealogical Register, vol. xtv. p. 347. 

* New England Historic Genealogical Register, voL ▼. p. 24a 

* See Appendix III. below. 
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against the assizes for that county, which, it seems, were held at 
Stamford, in Lincolnshire. 

• . • The old manor-house, in which he was bom, is situated 
near the church, and was occupied (1866) by Mr. John Gibson, and 
is a good example of the domestic architecture of the Elizabethan 
period. It was built in 1586. The north wing is yet standing in 
fair preservation. The badge of the family (a demi-cony holding a 
pansy flower) is carved on the building. 

. . • Edward Peacock, in a note to his '' English Church Furni- 
ture," speaking of the Conny family — after naming Thomas Conny, 
who married Alice, second daughter of Sir Francis Leigh (Lord 
Mayor of London), in 1554, and his grandsons. Sir Sutton Conny, 
of Basingthorpe, and Sir William Conny, of Staunton Parva — says 
that ** most of this family took the King's side in the war between 
Charles L and his Parliament ; but that Richard Conny, of Grant- 
ham, Gent., was one of the Parliamentarians, and some other 
members of the family seem to have taken the popular side. 
Thomas Cony, of [old] Boston, who was town clerk, 1620-1647, 
served the Parliament in a civil capacity as collector of the sub- 
sidies for that borough in 1643. His wife," he adds, '^ was Mary 
Cotton, sister of John Cotton, that noble Puritan, of a descent from 
whom the most illustrious families in New England are not unnat- 
urally proud." They were married in 1618. Mary survived her 
husband, who died in 1649. She was buried at (old) Boston Jan. 

is> 1655. 

Thomas and Mary (Cotton) Cony had a son John,^ bom in 
1619, who is mentioned by his uncle. Rev. John Cotton (who 
came to Boston, New England, in 1633), in his will made in 
1652. 

... In January, 1641, Peregrine Conny and others, of Merton, 
in Lincolnshire, in their petition to the House of Lords complain 

^ As this son thus came to have bosiness connectioos with Mrs. Cotton, 
widow and executrix of this will (for the testator died in December, 1652), 
he may fisiirly enough be presumed, by way of hypothesis, to have soon after 
crossed the Atlantic on that account ; and if so, to have answered in all other 
respects to the John Conny who» Savage says, married Elizabeth Nash in 1654. 
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that they were unjustly attached and imprisoned by Jasper Hely» a 
pursuivant of the Privy CouncQ, for refusing to disclaim their right 
and title to certain lands, part of the fens drained by the Earl of 
Lindsey. Money was afterwards ejctorted from them before they 
obtained their release. 

. . • In a petition of George Conny, merchant, to the Protector 
of date Nov. 8, 1655, he states that "my sole trade being in the 
dominions of the King of Spain, I am in great hazard by this sudden 
and unexpected difference with that nation. I, with some others, 
have procured part of my estate from Malaga to be shipped in 
a Dutch vessel, there being no other way to preserve or transport 
one's estates, and we expect her in the Downs every hour. 

" As the late Act of Navigation prohibits such goods coming in 
strangers' vessels, we cannot bring our goods safely into the Port of 
London without your leave ; but you lately promised me your favor 
on any reasonable request, therefore I beg speedy leave to bring in 
the ship and goods." [Granted.] 

. . . John Conny, of Rochester, surgeon, under date Chatham, 
June 14, 1667, writes to Williamson, of the Admiralty: "On the 
9th the enemy stood up towards the Hope ; the loth, in the morn- 
ing fired several bouses in Candia, Convey Island, Essex, stole 
a few ships, and the wind being easterly, turned towards Sheerness, 
which they assaulted and mastered in two hours. . . . Yesterday at 
I p. M. they sailed with five men-of-war before Upnor Castle, where 
they were as warmly handled by Major Scott and Captain Winter 
as could be desired. But yet they lay battering till their fire-ships 
came up, two of which attempted to fire the ' Royal Oak ; ' but miss- 
ing their design, and a third arriving, they fired the ' Royal James ' 
and ' Loyal London,' and then retired. There having been a da/s 
time to provide for them, wish they would take their provision 
to-morrow, but am confident their bellies are full." 

[This letter relates to the war with Holland, carried on by the 
Dutch fleet at the mouth of the Thames.] 

. • . Mr. Nathanael Conny, Gent, was killed in a chance-medley 
by the Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, Feb. 3, 1678, at Long's 
Tavern in the Haymarket, London. The injury inflicted did not 
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prove mortal until a week later, Feb. lo, when he died. Before 
he died, however, when he was anticipating recovery, he sent a 
challenge to the Earl for the insult he had received. The Earl 
was tried for the murder of his victim by the Lord High Steward 
of England and between seventy and eighty peers of the realm. 
He was found guilty of manslaughter ; but pleading the privilege 
of a peer, he was discharged upon paying the fees. NathanaeFs 
brother Charles was one of the witnesses in the trial 

The case is printed in extenso in Howell's " State Trials," vol. vi., 
consisting of about twenty pages. 

[This Nathanael was presumably the son of Robert and Eliza- 
beth Conny, of Godmanchester, who was bom December, 1641 ; 
and if so, an uncle of the immigrant, Nathanael.] 

. • • John Conny, Esq., of Weston in Staffordshire, of an 
ancient family, died May, 1732. As Staffordshire is adjacent to 
Cheshire county, in which there was a " Cony Green," this fact is 
not without significance as indicating an influence which may 
have led Nathanael the immigrant to take up his abode in that 
vicinity, if in truth this were the " Cony Green " from which he 
took his final departure for America.^ 

AUTHORITIES. 
Allen's History of Lincolnshire, 1834, vol. iL p. 29; Edward Peacock's 
Engb'sh Church Furnitare, etc., 1866^ in notes ; White's Histoiy and Directoiy 
of Lincolnshire, 1872. 

IV. 

[F^vm Hastens History of Kent^ voi, n. pp. 192, 521.] 
HOLLOWAY-COURT. 

"Richard Manley, Esq., sold Holloway-Court to Mr. John 
Conny, of Rochester, surgeon, on whose decease' his only son, 
Robert Conny, of Rochester, M.D., succeeded to it, and he sold 

^ See anU^ p. 8. 

* Dr. Conny, in a letter to the Lords of the Treasury in 1701, says his 
fother died in August, 169^1 
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it to Thomas Pearce, Esq., a commissioner of the Navy. He 
(John) was a son of Robert Conny, of Godmanchester, in the 
county of Huntingdon, Gent., and bore for his arms : Sable, a Fess 
argent, cotized Or, between three conies of the second. 

" He (Robert, of Godmanchester) had likewise a son, Samuel, 
who left two daughters, of whom Sarah married Captain Beau- 
mont Walrond, and the other, Elizabeth, died single." 

"Dr. Robert Conny, M.D., died without issue and left his 
first cousin, Sarah, daughter of Samuel Conny, and widow of Cap- 
tain Beaumont Walrond, his sole heir (p. 521). 

" He bore for his arms : Sable, a Fess argent, cotized Or, 
between 3 conies of the second." 
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